
   

DECEMBER 2011  PAGE 1 

Rapport 
promoting voluntarism | developing the potential of women | improving the community | making a difference since 1916  

  

 

You are Inv i ted! 
Jun ior  League o f  Rac ine  

Hol iday Par ty   
 

When: Wednesday, December 7, 2011 
6:00 pm to 10:30 pm 

9ÐÌßÌ  *ÌááÑÊÈ -ëØÚââ á ÐÚäáÌ 
4101 Quarry Springs Drive 

Racine, WI 53405 
262-456-4286 

RSVP to jjlynott2003@yahoo.com 
 

Please bring either an appetizer, a dessert, or wine  
depending on the first letter of your last name: 

 
 A-G   .............. an appetizer 
 H-M  .............. a dessert 
 N-Z   .............. a bottle of wine 

 
Directions:  Take Hwy 31/Green Bay Road North past Hwy 38 (and 
past Armstrong Park).  Turn East (right) onto Cobblestone Dr.  
Turn left onto Tennessee Dr. and right onto Quarry Springs Dr.  It 
is at the end of the cul-de-sac.   
 

call 262-456-4286 with questions 

mailto:jjlynott2003@yahoo.com
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Community Research Dori Panthofer 
 
Community Impact Dawn Knutson  
 
Program Ann Toniolo 
 
Membership Development Kim VanDyke 
 
Communications Gwendolyn Villarreal 
 
Fund Development Simone Fletcher 
 
Nominating Placement Jill Gentile 
 
95th Anniversary Planning Beth Rudie 

LEAGUE BOARD 2011ð2012 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

 

President Julie Lang 
 
President Elect Dawn Patzke 
 
Corresponding Secretary Carolyn Powers 
 
Recording Secretary Carol Kinsley 
 
Executive Treasurer Deb Weyers 
 
Sustaining Advisors Sheila Bugalecki 
 Connie Shannon 

 

the RAPPORT 

volume 100 ſ issue 4 
 

Our Mission  
 

The Junior League of Racine, Inc., is an  

organization of women committed to  

promoting voluntarism, developing the  

potential of women and improving the  

community through the effective action and 

leadership of trained volunteers. Its purpose is 

exclusively educational and charitable.  

All Rapport submissions should be e-mailed to: 
 

jl.racine.rapport@gmail.com 

EDITORS NOTE 

Dates to Remember  

 
December 5 ................Community Research Committee Meeting 
 
December 7 ................Holiday Social (in lieu of GMM)  
 
December 12 ..............Community Impact Committee Meeting 
 
December 21 ..............Board Meeting 
 
January 9 ......................Community Impact Committee Meeting 
 
January 10 ...................Community Research Committee Meeting 
 
January 23 ...................Nominating Placement Committee Meeting 
 
February 6 ....................Community Impact Committee Meeting 
 
February 7 ....................Community Research Committee Meeting 
 
February 10 .................Wine Tasting 
 

February 27 .................Nominating Placement Committee Meeting 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

December 2011 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

       

Junior League of Racine 

PO Box 894 

Racine, WI 53401 

Phone: 262-770-5571  

juniorleagueracine.org 

January 2012 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 

Presidents Message from Julie Lang  

 

Merry Christmas........ I never think of these words without a little tune in my head now.  

Someone in my family sings these two words every time she says them around the house 

as the day nears closer and closer.  They have just a little sweet ring and remind you of 

the joy this holiday season brings...... You can't help but smile every time you hear it.  To 

me....it's a tradition. 

 

Joy this holiday season is so amplified for me.  It started yesterday, Black Friday....  How to find joy in each 

day and remember what this season is about.  For me.....it is ultimately rejoicing in the reason for season.... 

The joy of celebrating Jesus' birthday. Each of us has a different religion, a different culture, a different be-

lief.  And, if there is anything I have learned, it is to be accepting of each. So, even if you do not celebrate 

Christmas, I know there is a tradition during the holidays that brings joy to you...... I hope you find that joy 

each day this season. 
 

But, back to Black Friday......... A bittersweet day for me this year in many ways.  But I woke up early despite 

the other events and went out to battle the crowds at 6am with my dad.  That time with him is so special, 

and despite the other feelings swirling that day..... These few hours of shopping we're incredible for me.   

Growing up, my family had lots of traditions.  Some of them escape you as you grow and get older.  But 

we quickly drove from store to store and my dad was possessed with getting the best Poinsettia plants we 

could find.  And not just one..... Two carts full! He was a maniac wheeling around Home Depot humming 

Jingle Bells....... But we have Poinsettias now, and lots of them. This little venture reminded me what a tra-

dition it was in my house to have the Poinsettias.  When I get back to Wisconsin in a few days, I am buying 

some Poinsettias....they will endlessly remind me of my dad and bring a smile to my face....What a gift! 
 

It didn't stop there, in fact, it got better.  We found out while we were shopping that someone close to the 

family was unable to go out shopping on Black Friday morning, and if she couldn't get the deal she was 

looking for, she wouldn't be able to get her kids the Christmas presents they wanted.  So, we got them! 

What a simple thing.....we just went to the store and bought the items.  We saw her later that day and 

gave her these items as a token of gratitude for what she does for our family.....her eyes welled up with 

tears and she said no one has ever done something so wonderful for her.   WHAT JOY!  My husband did a 

simple act of giving recently also and it just warmed my heart because of the impact it had on people. 
 

So that's what this is really about....... The joy of giving.  Our League is blessed with resources to do similar 

things..... Our special aids grants, our scholarship, our time volunteering, and this holiday season..... The joy 

of giving children a Christmas at Kids' Cafe on December 14th.   I ask you to be part of it in some way, be-

cause the joy in your heart is ten fold when you see the joy in others. 
 

So this holiday season, experience the joy in giving! Cherish each smile when someone you love opens a 

gift,  feel the warmth in you heart by dropping a quarter in a red bucket knowing you are helping some-

one have a better holiday, participate in a League project that helps someone in our community, do some-

thing small for a friend or loved one, and know that even the simple act of giving someone a hug or sing-

ing a little tune could make their day.  And the traditions... Don't forget those......celebrating those tradi-

tions is an act of giving too....giving the memories of what those traditions mean to your family.  Those 

simple acts of giving and the joy are what make memories for years to come. 

 

Merry Christmas and blessings to your family this holiday season! 
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COMMITTEE  NEWS 

Membership Development  
 

Membership Development hosted a new/potential member brunch on November 5 at 

the beautiful home of Debbie Weyers.  We had a terrific time getting to know some 

fabulous women.  We thank those who were able to attend.   
 

We are so pleased to have 11 new members this year!  Join us in continuing to welcome Amy Amberg, 

Pamela Cartwright, Sharon Erwin, Monica Graham, Amy Karageannes, Heather Lojeski, Bridget  Ruffalo, 

Alison Springer, Jeanne Suda, Angela (Schott) Terry and Jenny Underhill.  We welcome you and are ready 

to assist you as you learn more about JLR this year.   
 

Please be sure to ask any of us, or any JLR member, when you have questions or when you are unclear 

about anything you see in the E-blasts (Tues/Fri. emails), Rapports (this newsletter), Facebook, or GMMs 

(General Membership Meetings).  Most of us remember not understanding everything, and we are all 

happy to help.   
 

We hope to see all of you at the Holiday Social on December 7.  This replaces our GMM each December, 

and it is a great opportunity to learn more about our members and activities while enjoying the holidays 

together.  Please come! 
 

Super Saturday Training is set for January 28 from 9:00 AM ðNoon.  We will be finalizing a location and 

report that to you soon, so please get this date on your calendar now.  
 

Your Membership Development Committee:  Kim VanDyke, Colleen Andersen, Nori Mikaelian, Beth Rudie, 

Debbie Weyers (board liaison), and Linda Christ (sustaining advisor) 

Community Impact  
 

Merry Christmas from Community Impact!  We are so grateful for all of the help 

last month with our community meal.  Thanks to all those who brought taco rice 

casseroles, milk, fruit and everything else, as well as to the volunteers who made 

the event a great success.   
 

Please mark your calendars for our annual Christmas Party at Kids Café on December 14.  If you would like 

more information on volunteering, please contact Dawn Knutson at 681-1428.  The Community Impact 

Team is prepping with a fun committee wrapping party the Monday prior to the party.   
 

We are looking forward to kicking off 2012 with the announcement of our Community Grant recipients 

and are working on a slide show presentation to show you how the money was used in the pass!   
 

Have a great holiday! 

JLR Coffee Group  

  

There will be no coffee group in December, but we will meet again 

at Wilson's from 9-11 AM on the second Wednesday of  

January.....January 11, 2012!!  
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COMMITTEE  NEWS 

Community Research  
 

 

 

 

The community research committee has been very busy working on a few 

projects, including funding a Racine Zoo Choo Depot that would be a 12' x 

24' Vinyl Rectangular Double Roof Gazebo similar to the illustration that ap-

pears in this article. It would be located at the top of the hill from the zooõs 

performance stage in the center of the zoo (where the play houses were lo-

cated a few years ago). If Junior League provides 51% of the funding it 

would give the JLR naming rights. 
 

Jay Christie, President and CEO of the Racine Zoo, informed us that if JLR funds the project, construction 

will begin in April. The station could be a JLR center during volunteer opportunities such as Holiday chil-

drenõs activities, Zoovies, Animal Crackers, etc. Please watch for an upcoming ballot to vote on this project. 
 

The next project we have been working hard on is researching and possibly cre-

ating a free play and learn program for children birth to 5 years old in Racine 

called Learning Inside Out and Upside Down. We have been in communication 

with the Madison United Way and Children Service Society and inquiring about 

their Play and Learn program. For more information on their program see 

https://deelweb.madison.k12.wi.us/node/58 
 

On Friday November 11, 2011, five of the community research committee members traveled to Madison 

to visit with the coordinators of the program and to see the program in action. It was really exciting to see 

and motivated our members to pursue the possibility of implementing a similar program in Racine. We 

will be talking about it more at the next January meeting. 

Nominating Placement  
 

Nominating Placement is pleased to share with you the Summer, September, and October Volunteer  

Excellence Award winners.  Congratulations, and thank you for all you do for the Junior League of Racine. 

Volunteer  

Excellence 

Summer ð  

Jessica Lynott  

Jessica accepted 

the challenge of 

helping with 

Sponsorship 

over the sum-

mer.  Although very busy with 

three small children she was willing 

to step up and help kickoff our 

95th year!  

Volunteer  

Excellence 

September ð 

Simone 

Fletcher  

Starting in the 

summer of 

2011 Simone 

has spent 

countless hours planning the Fund 

Raising activities for 2011 in order 

to achieve a profitable year for the 

Junior League of Racine. 

Volunteer  

Excellence  

October -  

Lisa  

Friedrich  

Her enthu-

siasm and 

dedication 

to Junior 

League of 

Racine and to our community 

is inspiring. 

https://deelweb.madison.k12.wi.us/node/58
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COMMITTEE  NEWS 

Nominating Placement  (continued)  

 

 

Organizational Development Institute  

by Simone Fletcher 

 

 

Iõll admit it. I didnõt REALLY want to go!  I like my little bubble here in Racine.  With my four boys pawing at 

me constantly and my husband home from whatever trip he was on, this is my comfort zone.  Sunny Or-

lando?  With a bunch of strangers?  Three days?  Oh my! 

 

But, okaaaay.  I confess êI loved it!  And the most wonderful thing I came away with after these 3 days was 

an overwhelming sense of UNITY.  This connection I felt was not with the other women attending the con-

ference, nor with the lovely Gwendolyn with whom I shared a room (although Gwendolyn and I did be-

come quite familiar with each other) but completely and utterly with my community.  You see, 5 years ago 

when I joined Junior League, it was for the òsocialó aspect. As a stay at home mom with four little boys un-

der the age of 6, I needed to get my butt out of the house! JLR did that for me. Every first Wednesday, my 

husband would come home early, I would shower and then head to the GMM! I loved all the guest speak-

ers and I relished the òeducationó I received about Racine. I rarely though, if ever, made it to a community 

volunteer opportunity, unless it was simply to òbringó a food item. 

 

Now, I finally get it! I actually feel it. I, SIMONE NANNETTE FLETCHER, AM A PROUD MEMBER OF THE 

JUNIOR LEAGUE OF RACINE AND I AM CONNECTED TO THIS COMMUNITY. 

 

Everything we doê from the tiniest òDone in a Dayó project to a $10, 000 donation to a childrenõs organi-

zation to a $250 Special Aids Grantê..IS HUGE! And we do it ALL THE TIME! And weõve been doing it for 95 

YEARS! We have INTERNATIONAL credibility and we have stamina at the LOCAL level. Every year we give 

money to charitable organizations AND we put volunteers into the community!  

 

So, whenever we have a fundraiser, ask a business for a contribution, or appeal for an annual ògive,ó it is all 

for SOMETHING! And every one of us should be this driven to tell friends about our fund raisers (from 

Barnes &Noble to the Annual Wine Tasting), not only because we always need to raise money, but be-

cause it is a great chance to tout all that we do! Start with our last community mealêêêêêêêê then 

mention êêê.the 1000 brochures we are having printed to educate teens on pregnancy êêêêêê.êthen 

talk about the Kidsõ Caf® Holiday Party êêêêêê  and donõt forget how we cleaned up SAFE HA-

VENêêêêê and there are all those birthday treats we make for Cops Nõ Kidsêêêêêêê and arenõt we 

about to give a whole bunch of Special Aids grant money away..êê..?? 

 

I hope everyone had an especially meaningful Thanksgiving. I know of many organizations, children, and 

leaders that are thankful for the Junior League of Racine.  

   

The Nominating Placement Committee sent Simone Fletcher and Gwendolyn Villarreal to the Fall  

Organizational Development Institute Conference in Orlando, Florida in November.    

Look for Gwendolynõs article about her experience in the next issue of the Rapport. 
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COMMITTEE  NEWS 

Fund Development  
 

 

 

 

The Ballot has passed!  
 

Save the date for our annual  

Wine Tasting Event! 

 

February 10, 2012 

 

We look forward to seeing you there. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Boutique Shopping Day Tally  
 

Thank you to everyone that visited us at the Bou-

tique Shopping Day at Party on the Pavement. All 

of your shopping really paid off for Junior 

League.  Ten percent of sales went back to us and 

the total amount earned was $689. 

Mirror, Mirror, on the Wall...We Need Your HELP  
 

Do you have an old wall mirror that you can donate to Junior League for the wine 

tasting auction?  It can be old, out dated, grungy, dirty, or just plain ugly.....it's OK 

we will take it! We will be repurposing these mirrors through an art project to get 

them ready for auction. 

 

Do you know an artist or are you an artist that would like to re-purpose/

redecorate a mirror? Let us know. 
 

 

Please contact Julie Lang or Carrie Bosanec. You can reach Julie via email 

JLR.pres@gmail.com or phone 262-880-9929. 
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 SUSTAINER NEWS 

Sustaining Energy  

By Connie Shannon and Sheila Bugalecki  

 
With the holidays upon us it is a busy time of year where we get together with friends and 
see family that we might not see throughout the rest of the year.  It is a time to reflect on 
all that is good and to be grateful for all that we have.  As Sustainers we have an amazing 
connection to League and our community, one that has grown since the moment we paid 
dues as a Provisional.  We want to thank you for your support of League because without 
it we wouldnôt be where we are today. 
 
Have a festive holiday! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JLR Endowment Fund....Honor our Past -  Invest in Our Future  

 

As we celebrate 95 Years, we would like to encourage you to consider a donation to our Junior 

League of Racine (JLR) Endowment Fund. Throughout this anniversary year, any member donating $95 

will receive a JL "sparkly" pen and will also receive a JL key chain with a donation of $195 or above.  

 

Our June 30, 2011 JLR  Endowment Fund balance was $110,006.70 and with your support that growth 

will continue!  Donations are a great way to recognize a volunteer, honor a special birthday, give a 

thank you, remember a friend, offer a memorial..........the possibilities are endless!!  

 

As you consider year end giving decisions, please honor JLR's Anniversary with a gift to the endow-

ment fund and honor our past by investing in our future!  It may also be a great time to check with 

your employer to see if they have any "matching" programs.  

 

Donations may be made at www.juniorleagueracine.org or by check payable to: Racine Community 

Foundation c/o Junior League of Racine, 245 Main Street, Suite L2, Racine, WI 53403. Thank you again 

to the many donors who have contributed to the fund. Your continued support is greatly appreciated! 
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ENDOWMENT FUND 
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GMM MINUTES 
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GMM MINUTES 
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OUR SPONSORS 
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OUR SPONSORS 
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OUR SPONSORS 

 

Thank You to our sponsors.   

Your support of our  

organization is  

greatly appreciated. 
 

 

 

Marianne Pelini, Owner &  
Proud Member of  

the Junior League of Racine  

1135 Warwick Way  
262-321-0891 
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www.juniorleagueracine.org 

JUNIOR LEAGUE OF RACINE Ê PO BOX 894 Ê RACINE, WI 53401 


